	UNIT 6 READING QUESTIONS

Please type your name in full here:

	
***Important ACADEMIC INTEGRITY reminder: The content you will provide to answer the Unit 6 Reading Questions in this document must be entirely your own. Recall the following policies written in our course syllabus please:
1)Using websites that charge fees or require uploading of course material (e.g. Chegg, Course Hero, Study Soup) to obtain exam solutions or assignments completed by others and present the work as your own violates academic integrity expectations in this course.
2) All generative-AI tools are prohibited in this course because their use inhibits achievement of the course learning objectives. This policy applies to all stages, components, and aspects of coursework including, but not limited to, testing, project, and writing processes (including researching, brainstorming, outlining, organizing, and polishing). Do not use Generative-AI tools to complete any coursework or to create any content (i.e., images and video, audio, text, code, etc.). If you have any questions about a feature and whether it is considered Generative-AI, ask your instructor. Suspected violations of this course policy are subject to referral and reporting to Syracuse University’s Academic Integrity Office in accordance with their procedures.

Prompt: Please respond to the following 7 (seven) questions with relevant details from the Unit 6 readings. Avoid responses that are too brief and respond in ways that demonstrate your grasp of the topic(s) inquired about in the questions. Careful and thoughtful completion of this document will earn you 5 pts toward the course grade. Expand the table as necessary. Upon completion, please upload the completed document to Blackboard (to the same area where you accessed this document in the first place). Mac users, remember to export your document to PDF before uploading.


	Question no.
	Question text
	Reading reference

	1
	Here’s one cool detail that stood out to me (=Dr. K, the instructor) when I first read this short Introduction a while ago: I wasn’t aware that Russian cosmonauts living on the International Space Station (ISS) brought religious icons into space. What about you? What did you find cool, thought-provoking, intriguing in the Introduction? Was there a ‘I never thought about it that way’ moment for you as you completed the reading? Describe in a short paragraph please (50 to 100 words minimum, no upper word limit).
	Weibel & Swanson

	Your response to question 1 
	


	

	2
	a) What is meant by the concept of “the overview effect”?
b) What does Weibel mean by her own term “the ultraview effect”? Along these lines, how does she distinguish her concept from Frank White’s concept “universal insight”?
	Weibel

	Your response to question 2 
	a) 
b)

	

	3
	As you should be aware upon completing the reading by Weibel, several astronauts are quoted throughout it. Zoom in on one of the quoted astronauts (Paul, Charles, Beverly, Tom, Zack…etc.). Imagine having a conversation with that one person. Put together a follow-up question you would have wanted to ask that person. Explain your rationale for that question: why would you have wanted to ask that question? What would it have helped you learn (or learn more of)?
	Weibel

	Your response to question 3 
	




	

	4
	What’s a “hyperobject”, as discussed in the Weibel article? Please describe with examples.
	Weibel

	Your response to question 4 
	






	

	5
	This question will require you to watch a ½ hr NASA documentary that premiered in 2021, after the Weibel article you read was published (the article’s date of publication, which you can see on the first page, is 13 August 2020). The documentary is called “Down to Earth: The Astronaut’s Perspective”. Access it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIkqs9_FK28

Because the documentary premiered after the article was published, it is safe to assume the author could not have had the benefit of it when writing her article. Having read the Weibel article and watched the NASA documentary, what would you say are two or three things Weibel may have drawn from documentary? In establishing connections between the two materials (i.e. the article and the documentary), your task is to be specific and well-reasoned. For instance, connect a specific argument advanced in the Weibel article to a specific scene/statement/remark from the documentary. Or, explain how a certain remark made or a person/object shown in the documentary serves as an example of a specific concept discussed in the article. Thus, it is precision and specificity that we will be looking for in your response. (200 words minimum, no upper word limit)
	Weibel

	Your response to question 5 
	





	

	6
	As discussed by the author, what are some of the ways in which Japanese Buddhism is distinct and different from Abrahamic religions when it comes to the relationship between science and religion? Offer a brief summary in your own words, using the article as your guide. You are welcome to discuss the distinctions/differences in list form, if you wish (100 words minimum, no upper word limit).
	Traphagan

	Your response to question 6 
	





	

	7
	Throughout the article, the author advances a general argument that there is no necessary or inherent tension between the core components of Japanese Buddhism and a mainstream scientific perspective. What is the implication of the said lack of tension for space exploration, as explained in the article?
	Traphagan

	Your response to question 7 
	







2

